NEW  AMERICA.

CHAPTEE XII.

PKAIEIE  JUSTICE.

THE chief executive officer of this city is Eobert
Wilson, sheriff, auctioneer, and justice of the
peace; though he would hardly be recognised in
Colorado under such a description. As Quintus
Horatius Flaccus, poet and good-fellow, is only
known as Horace, so Eobert "Wilson, sheriff and
auctioneer, is only known as Bob, in polite society
as Bob Wilson. The Sheriff, who is said, like our
Judge Popham of immortal memory, to have been
a gambler, if nothing worse, in his wild youth, is
still a young-looking man of forty or forty-two ; a
square, strong-chested fellow, low in stature, with
a head like the Olympian Jove's. The stories told
in the Prairies of this Mian's daring make the blood
freeze, the flesh creep, and the pulse gallop. To-
day he came and sat with me for hours, talking of